Landowner News
A Landowner Newsletter from the Northwoods Land Trust
Help Save the Conservation Easement Tax Incentive
Over 1,700 land trusts work throughout the United States to conserve
approximately 1 million acres of land each year! This pace of conservation
increased significantly (by one-third) when an important conservation tool-the
enhanced income tax deduction-was introduced in 2006. This enhancement:




“To those devoid of
imagination a blank
place on the map is
a useless waste; to
others, the most
valuable part.”
-Aldo Leopold

Raises the maximum deduction a donor can take for donating a conservation easement from 30% of their
adjusted gross income (AGI) in any year to 50%;
Allows qualified farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their AGI; and
Increases the number of years over which a donor can take deductions from 6 to 16 years.

Each year the land trust community, recent conservation easement donors, and landowners considering
protection options for their family lands look forward to the renewal of this incentive. But, making the
enhanced tax deduction permanent would save land trusts and landowners time and money. As the Land Trust
Alliance stated: “Donating development rights to land – often a family's most valuable asset – requires careful
planning and consideration. It often takes years from the initial conversations with a landowner before a
conservation easement is executed. Landowners considering a perpetual commitment of their land should not
be pressured by an artificial deadline, and many will never begin the process without the reassurance of a
permanent incentive.” While the main reason most landowners begin this process is because they love their
land, the enhanced tax incentive may be the only way some landowners can afford to protect it.
The two pieces of legislation, the Conservation Easement Incentive Act, H.R. 2807 and the Rural Heritage
Conservation Extension Act, S. 526 have maintained bipartisan support in the House and Senate. You can help
make this vital conservation tool permanent by calling or writing your representatives today. To connect with a
Member of Congress call the captiol switchboard at 202-224-3121. If you have a story to share about your own
conserved property do so in a letter or a brief phone call. Call or send a thank you card to legislators who have
already co-sponsored the Acts. You can find a list of those legislators at www.landtrustalliance.org/policy/taxCaption describing
picture
or graphic.
matters/campaigns/how-you-can-help. Helpful advice, a fact sheet, sample
letters
and more can be found
there as well. Please act now…our legislators will vote at the end of December!

The woodlands and shorelands pictured above were permanently protected in 2013. From left to right: over
2,300 feet of shoreline protected along the Three Lakes Chain in Oneida County, 40 acres of working forest conserved in Price
County, and nearly 1,500 feet of natural shoreline forever protected on Lake Julia in Forest County.
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Monitoring Season Nears Completion
Five years ago, I joined the Northwoods Land
Trust staff. One of my job duties was to conduct
a monitoring visit on each protected property,
with landowners, using the help of many willing
and trained volunteers. Forty-two properties
were to be monitored in 2009. That year Bryan
and I met with landowners, visited most of the
conserved properties and covered nearly 3,000
acres.
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Today, NWLT staff, landowners and volunteers
have nearly completed 69 monitoring visits on
over 9,000 acres for the 2013 season! This
growth is a testament to both the success of the
Northwoods Land Trust and the commitment of
people in the northwoods who care deeply
about the future of their woodlands and
shorelands.
The amount of land conserved and the list of our
dedicated landowners keeps growing. So far in
2013, six easements have been completed in
four counties. Two of these properties are pictured at right, the Mertens property (top) in
Florence County and the Hagen-Kelling property
on the Wisconsin River (middle and bottom).
Natural habitat is being preserved for protected
species like the Wood Turtle (middle photo).
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Over 9,000 acres protected is an astounding
number considering we have been in the
business of land protection for less than 13
years. After five years, I am still amazed by the
passion and generosity of local landowners.
I look forward to continuing our work here at
NWLT and meeting with you in 2014 for more
hikes, talks, and observations in some of the
northwoods’ most beautiful places.
-Trisha Moore
THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS!
This year 28 volunteers gave of their time, travel and talent by monitoring over 40
conserved properties. Having volunteer monitors out on the property not only
saved the Northwoods Land Trust 135 hours of staff time (!) but also connected
landowners with more people invested in land trust work. Monitoring allows
volunteers to give their time to NWLT in a hands-on, and meaningful way. We
simply couldn’t do the work we do without them!

If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically please e-mail Trisha Moore at trshmr@gmail.com.
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