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Protecting an old homestead by Snipe Lake, Vilas County

Protecting an old homesteaded farm by SnipeLake
intheTown of Cloverland, Vilas County, hasbecomea
family affair. SistersJoann Kindt (Oshkaosh, WI) and
EllenMcKenzie(LosAltos, CA) have partnered together
with the Northwoods L and Trust to permanently protect
the 16-acrefarmstead that hasbeen in their extended
family for generations.

Theentire section wherethefarmstead islocated was
homesteaded by theWonsfamily (seeasotheMemoria
onpage4). Ruby and Tony Wons (Ellen and Joann's
Aunt and Uncle) lived on and farmed the property for
many years.

Joann and Ellen visited the property during the
summersand lovedit. “I remember thefirst timebeing
thereat SnipeLakewhen | wasthreeyearsold,” said
Ellen. “Thereisabeautiful barnand outbuildings, and
thehouseisdelightful. Atfirsttherewasno electricity or
running water. We had an old hand pump, but thewell
haswonderful water. And it wasawaysan adventureto
usethehiffy,” sheexplaned.

Ellendid stay at thefarmstead acouple of winters
helping her aunt. “It got downto 32 below,” shesaid.
“That wasan adventure, especially trying to get thecar
garted.” Oneof Joann'shighlightswasgoingtothe
property to cut one of thesmall pinesto take homefor a
Christmastree.

Accordingto Ellen, their father and mother (Mark
and TitaniaHill Kindt) weregreat naturelovers. “Our
father used to take usout on hikesto look at theflowers,
trees, birdsand other wildlife. Hehad adeep love of
nature.”

Whentheimmediatefamily could nolonger keepthe
property, Joann and Ellen steppedinto buy it. Ellen

remembered: “| looked at my sister and said ‘ Let’ sbuy
it. Shesaid, ‘Well, al right.” Weknew what weloved.”

Joann taught art at UW-Oshkosh and Ellen taught
music (piano) privately in Caifornia. They would go
up every summer and stay for three months. Their love
of nature and the property led both sistersbecome
membersof The Nature Conservancy and other wildlife
organi zations, and membersof the NorthwoodsLand
Trust. They started thinking about protecting theland
with apermanent land protection agreement known asa
conservation easement.

“We both agreed we wanted to keep the property
from becoming acondo or gas station or shopping mall,”
Ellensaid. “Wewant to keepit for nature, and prevent
it from being subdivided and devel oped.”

According to NorthwoodsLand Trust Executive

(Continued on page 2)

Ssters Joann Kindt and Ellen McKenzie have protected
a family homestead near Shipe Lake in Milas County
with a perpetual conservation easement.

mission:

The Northwoods Land Trust (NWLT) promotes conservation by private landowners of natural shorelands,
woodlands, wetlands and other natural resources, as public benefits for present and future generations.
The Northwoods Land Trust covers areas of Vilas, Oneida, Forest, Florence, Iron and Price Counties.

Phone: (715) 479-2490 Email: nwlt@northwoodslandtrust.org

Web site: www.northwoodslandtrust.org




Northwoods Land Trust
Purpose:

To provide education and utiliz
voluntary conservation options
with private landowners.

To preserve natural shorelands
on lakes, rivers and other
waterways for protection of
water quality, fishand wildlife
habitat, erosion control, and
natural scenic beauty.

To conserve private woodlands
and encourage landowners to
manage their forest landsin an
ecologically sustainable
manner.

To accept perpetual
stewardship for secure
conservation agreements with
private landowners, such as
easements, land donations and
property acquisitions.

To annually monitor NWLT
land protection agreements.

To seek support through
donations, grants, endowments
memberships and volunteers.
To leverage our conservation
efforts through partnering with
other organizations and
agencies.

NWLT Logo: CarolynBurch
Newsdletter Editor: Bryan Pierce

Ssters Joann Kind:[ (right)

and Ellen McKenze protected

the homesteaded property.

Old Homestead (continued from page 1)

Director Bryan Pierce, theland protection
agreement conservesamaturing stand of
mixed northern hardwood and coniferous
forest habitat, pine plantations, plusold
fidldsundergoing natural succession.
“Thisdiverdty of habitatsmakesit agreat
placeto observewildlife,” henoted. The
conservation agreement also provides
protection for the Snipe L akewatershed.

Naturalist John Bates conducted an
ecol ogical assessment of the property.
“TheKindt-McKenzie property contains
numerous snagsand old wolf trees, most
of whicharewel| utilized by woodpeckers,”
Batesnoted. “ Some 30 cavity nesting
speciesin northern Wisconsin seek out
these holesand loose bark, from brown
creepersto wood ducksto northern saw-whet owls.” Funding assistancefor
the assessment was provided in part by agrant from the Northeast Wisconsin
Audubon Society’sWeatherFriend Land Fund.

Preserving theland for Joann and Ellen means protecting thethingsthey
have enjoyed themost - the natural beauty and peaceand quiet. “Itisso
incredibly beautiful,” said Ellen. “I hopeitissafeand will stay thereforever.”
Shewould like her three children—Alison (Mahoney), Robert and James—to
be ableto come and enjoy the property just theway it used to be.

“Wewanted thisto be aplacewhere nature could stay,” Ellen explained.
“1 think wearelosing touch with theworld, withwhat grows. You don't want
thisareato becometheway itiseverywhere elseintheworld with asphalt and
highrises. | fed dreadfully sorry for kidswho grow up inthecitiesand never
seethedstars. | think they losetheir appreciation of beauty and asense of the
earth.” Ellendsohasamessagefor other landownersconsidering protecting
their property: “Blessingsonyou. Go ahead and doit and preservethis
beauty that isfast vanishing. | hopeyou fed thejoy and pleasurethat comes
from protecting your land.”

TheNorthwoodsLand Trustisa
member- and vol unteer-supported
non-profit conservation organi zation.
Wewelcome new membersand other
contributorswho want to encourage
privateland conservationinthe
northwoods,” said Pierce. For more
information on protecting family lands
and conservation agreements, contact
Pierceat (715) 479-2490.

Sixteen acres of mixed northern
forest and old fields provide a
diversity of wildlife habitats.

You Can Help!
The Northwoods Land Trust is a non-profit, tax exempt conservation organization. Your gifts of cash, stocks, bonds or other
financial support are fully tax deductible as charitable contributions under federal law. Donations of property or conservation
easements may also provide tax benefits while promoting the conservation of our northwoods.
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Ed Drager names NWLT in his Will

NWLT recently received thefoll owing exceptional
letter inthemail from Founding Board member Ed
Drager. Wearesnaringit herewith Ed’spermission:

“ Dear Bryan,

| amin the process of revising my last will and
testament, and wanted to advise you and the Land
Trust that | am making the Land Trust the residual
beneficiary of my estate. Hopefully, for my sake, | do
not plan to die for sometime to come. | also plan to
give some of my current assets during the next
several years and may well discuss such a charitable
remainder trust with you.

| wanted to write and let you know of my present
intentions. You are freeto tell the Board of this
provisionin my will. | believe that the Board is now
aresponsible Board and will be good stewards of the
funds when they finally do get them for the Land
Trust'suse. | believe that the Land Trust isin good
hands and will continue to be so for the forseeable
future. | feel that you are doing a great job and will
continue to lead the Land Trust well.
Sncerdly,
Ed Drager”

On behalf of theBoard of Directors, Council of
Trusteesand members, wewant to extend our sincerest
Thanksto Ed for hisconsideration, encouragement and
support of the Northwoods Land Trust.

For many years Ed hasbeen leading theway - witha
perpetua conservation easement on his 360-acresof land

inthe Town of Plum Lake, serving asafounding (and

current) member of the Board of Directors, and more
recently taking ontheroleof Co-Chair of our Council of
Trustees. By including NWLT asanimportant part of his
estate planning, Ed continuestolead usall by example.
Suchgiftscan ultimately providefor long-term
organi zational sustainability for theNorthwoodsLand
Trust and further enhance our effortsto preserve, protect
and conserve our beautiful northwoodsnatural resources.
A donation by bequest isawonderful way for thosewho
wishto leavealasting legacy for the northwoods - by
hel ping to protect our natural shorel ands, woodlandsand
wetlandsforever.
For moreinformation on how toincludeNWLT in
your estate planning, please contact Bryan Pierceat (715)
479-2490 or pierce@northwoodslandtrust.org. F

Founding Board member Ed Drager leads the way
by incuding NWLT in his estate planning.

JOIN THE NORTHWOODS LAND TRUST
HELP KEEP THE NORTHWOODS THE NORTHWOODS!

Membership Contributions

O Individual $25
Name: 3 Family $35

O Supporter $50
Address: O Founder $100

O Conservator $250
City: O Steward $500

0 Land Legacy $1000
State: Zip: 0O My additional contribution of ~ $

Telephone (w):

is also enclosed.

Telephone (h):

Please make checks payable to:
Northwoods Land Trust, Inc.

E mail Address:

PO Box 321
Eagle River, WI 54521-0321
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Interests

O | have property

| may wish to
conserve, please
send me additional
information.

[ | am interested
in becoming a
volunteer to assist
the NWLT.

[ I am interested in
the NWLT Council of
Trustees.



JMemorial Giftsreceived in memory of George Wons and Ruth (Drager) Wivel

TheNorthwoods Land Trust would liketo say Thank
You and acknowledgethat wereceived giftsfrom friends
and family membersin memory of twoindividualswho
loved the northwoods and hoped to seeit protected.

Alongwith agiftin memory of Geor geWons, we
received thefollowing notefrom Snipe L akefriend and
NWLT Board member WillaSchmidt:

“ Kim (Genich) and | would like to make a donation
to the Northwoods Land Trust in memory of George
Wbns, a committed environmentalist who wrote
eloquent letters to the editors of Vilas County and
other Wisconsin paper s encouraging better steward-
ship of our lakes and woodlands. He always wrote a
letter for Earth Day urging people to uphold its
mandates. He was a Northwoods Land Trust member
and supporter whose family was among the earliest
landowners on Shipe Lake. He was a talented violin-
ist and instrument builder, and last, but not least, a
kind and decent human being. In our last phone
conversation | told him of hisrelatives’ Sipe Lake-
area easements to NWLT (Kern and Kindt/McKenzie).
He was very happy to get that news. George died on
January 1, 2005.”

NWLT alsoreceived memorid giftsfrom Julie
Dolinky and NWLT Board member Ed Drager in
memory of their aunt Ruth (Drager) Wivel. RuthWivel
wasasister to Ed Drager, Sr. and Julie’ smother Helen
(Drager) TrinkaPriebe.

Ed Drager noted that: “ Aunt Ruthwasbornin
Eagle River 92 years ago and was my dad's sister.

She always loved the Northwoods and visited often.
She has two daughters, Bette Jo Sullivan of Alexan-
dria, VA, and Jean Owen of British Columbia.”

A notefrom Juliewith her contribution said: “ | hope
that the land trust is growing and thriving. My best
wishes to you and your staff who work so hard to
preserve our paradise in the Northwoods.”

Thesememorid giftshavebeen placedinour NWLT
Landowner Incentive Fund. ThisFund wasestablished
to help cover some of the costs property ownersincur
when they donate perpetual conservation easementson
their properties. All contributionsto the Fund therefore
directly helpto permanently protect natural shorelands,
woodlandsand wetlandsin our beautiful northwoodslake
country. Thereisnomorelastingmemorial any of uscan
giveasweremember our family andfriends. i
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Board of Directors
John Huppert, President
Mary Schwaiger, Vice Pres.
WillaSchmidt, Secretary
Tom Ellis, Treasurer
Pete Davison
Ed Drager
TimHagen
JmHolperin
Bob Martini
Mitchell Olson
Jerry Parker
Roxanne Poupart
Cathy Techtmann
Bryan Pierce, Exec. Director

Pleasereserve
Tuesday, June 7th
on your calendars for
NWLT's Annual Meeting!
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