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Sreich Family protects natural shoreline on Harmony L ake

The Eugeneand Elenore Streich family hasgivenan
enduring “ conservation Christmas present” to future
generationsby protecting over 1500 feet of natural
shoreland on Harmony Lakein thetown of Washingtonin
VilasCounty. Gene and Elenore Streich approvedthe
granting of aperpetua conservation agreement to the
NorthwoodsLand Trustin EagleRiver inlate December.

For over four yearsthe Streichs searched for waysto
permanently protect thisbeautiful stretch of pine-fringed
shoreline aong the south shore of Harmony Lake. Ed
Drager, afamily friend who ison the Board of Directors
of theNorthwoods L and Trust, suggested aperpetud
conservation agreement known asaconservation ease-
ment. Drager had protected 360 acresof hisown
family’sproperty inthe Town of Conover with an ease-
ment. The Streich’sgift of aconservation easement has
now protected the conservation valuesof the Harmony
L ake property in perpetuity.

According to Bryan Pierce, Executive Director of the
NorthwoodsLand Trust, Harmony Lakeisan 88-acre
kettle-formed seepagelake. “Asaseepagelake, any
polluted runoff from devel opment impactswould stay in
thelake much longer thanin other typesof lakes. With
increasing residentia subdivisionsinthearea, thiscon-
served property will helptofilter any runoff from nearby
development and protect the high water quality of Har-
mony Lake,” hesaid.

Pierce said that nearly 21 acres of northern hardwood
and coniferousforest land will aso be protected for
wildlifehabitat and natural plant diversity. Theland
featuresabeautiful stand of large, maturing red and white
pinesaong much of theshoreline. Thosepineswill be
protectedina“shoreland natural area’” extending 100 feet

fromtheshoreline. Thesepineswill dlow for aternative
bald eagle nesting Sitesand hunting perchesfor the
breeding pair onthelake.

The property also conservesnorthern forest habitat
that iscurrently being managed for productivetimber.
Older aspen and birch habitat on the property, and a
major wind storm, prompted the Streich family to enroll
theland inthe Managed Forest Law program and
conduct forest management practices. A forest manage-
ment plan was prepared by DNR forester Jim
Baughmann.

Pierce noted that other wildlifevaluesarea so highon
thisproperty, particularly aong theundisturbed shoreline.
“A diversty of birds, mammalsand other wildlifeutilize
thistypeof dry mixed northern hardwood and coniferous
forest type,” Piercesaid.

(Continued on page 2)

Over 1500 feet of natural shoreline frontage on
Harmony Lake near Eagle River is now protected
forever by the Streich family conservation easement.
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Phone: (715) 479-7530

The Northwoods Land Trust (NWLT) promotes conservation by private landowners of natural shorelands,
woodlands, wetlands and other natural resources, as public benefits for present and future generations.
The Northwoods Land Trust covers areas of Vilas, Oneida, Forest, Florence, Iron and Price Counties.

Email: nwlt@northwoodslandtrust.org

Web site: www.northwoodslandtrust.org




Northwoods Land Trust
Purpose:

To provide education on
voluntary conservation options
for private landowners.

To utilize voluntary
conservation options to
conserve and protect natural
resources in the northwoods
region.

To promote conservation by
private landowners of natural
shorelands on lakes, rivers and
other waterways for protection
of water quality, fish and
wildlife habitat, erosion
control, and natural scenic
beauty.

To promote conservation of
private woodlands and
encourage private landowners
to manage their forest lands in
an ecologically sustainable
manner.

To serve asalegal entity to
accept perpetual stewardship
for secure conservation
agreements with private
landowners, such as easements,
land donations and property
acquisitions.

To implement a systematic and
site-specific monitoring
program to ensure compliance
with NWLT agreements and
protection of NWLT-owned
lands.

To seek support in the form of
donations, grants, endowments
and memberships.

To develop and sustain our
conservation programs as a
member-supported and
volunteer-supported
organization.

To leverage our conservation
efforts through partnering with
other organizations and
agencies.

NWLT Logo: CarolynBurch
Newsletter Design: Gene Welhoefer
Newsletter Editor: Bryan Pierce

Streich Conservation Easement (continued from page 1)

‘Wedid it! Itis probably the finest
the 21-acreparcel of landwas ~ |@Ct we could have accomplished.”

originally part of alarger purchase - Elenore Streich

in 1921 by agroup of four membersof aMilwaukee, WI German Singing
Society: “Theorigina intent wasto build cottagesfor four familieson thelake
shoreline. My grandfather, Fredrick Mallwitz, and hiswifewerethefirst to
build on thelake and took occupancy in 1928. Hearranged to havethe name
of thelake changed from Wilson Laketo Harmony L akein keeping with the
singing society background of the group of owners.”

Likemany other seasonal northwoodsresidents, Gene, Elenore, daughter
Saraand sonsBrad and Tod loved spending summer timeat thelake. Gene
went there every summer asachild. Hischildrendid, hisgrandchild did, and
thislast summer two great grandchildren enjoyed the shore of Harmony Lake.
They have enjoyed the undisturbed view of the south shorelineand the same
qudity lake experiencefor generations.

Attorney Peter McK eever, Madison, assisted the Strei chswith the conser-
vation agreement. Provisonsareincludedto alow thefamily theflexibility to
build oneresidence onthe 21 acre parcel, but subject to sizelimits.

The Streich family’sdream of protecting thelandisaredlity. AsElenore
said on signing the easement, “Wedidit! It really happened. Weare quite
deighted that it hasall cometogether. Itisprobably thefinest act wecould
haveaccomplished. | wasrather emotional about it - it feelsgood to do that.”

For moreinformation on protecting family landsand perpetual
conservation agreements, contact Pierce at (715) 479-2490. i
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According to Gene Streich,

a natural filter protecting the 88-acre seepage lake from runoff.

You Can Help!

The Northwoods Land Trust is a non-profit, tax exempt conservation organization. Your gifts of cash, stocks, bonds or other
financial support are fully tax deductible as charitable contributions under federal law. Donations of property or conservation
easements may also provide tax benefits while promoting the conservation of our northwoods.
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NWLT Receives “ End-of-Year” Challenge Grant from the

American Natural Heritage Foundation

TheNorthwoodsLand Trust is pleased to announce
that wereceived an additional $8,000 challengegrantin
December fromthe American Natural Heritage
Foundation, LakeForest, lllinois. Thisend-of-year
grant was provided in support of themissionand vision of
the Northwoods L and Trust, and will promoteand
encourage NWLT’ sfurther devel opment.

Aspart of the conditionsof thegrant, the Board of
Directorsof the Northwoods Land Trust hasagreed to
develop and adopt astrategic plan for theorganizationin
2005. Thisstrategic planwill help usbetter focusand
prioritize our conservation activitiesover the next threeto
fiveyears.

NWLT will also develop anannuad fundraising plan
withagoal of $40,000. Whilethisisasignificant jump
from our current non-grant funded finances, webelieve
that thiswill help usmovethe organi zation to become
moresalf-sustaining and financidly stable.

Thefinancid chdlengeof thegrantisthat the
Northwoods L and Trust hascommitted to matching the
American Natura Heritage Foundation Grant with
$8,000 of additiona donationsby December 25, 2005.

To help meet our challenge match, we arelooking to
gresatly expand our support by recruiting new members.

If any current member knows of someonethat might be
interested in supporting our effortsto protect the
northwoods, pleaselet usknow their namesand contact
information. We can a so use volunteerswho would be
willingto hdpwithmembershipmailings.

We a so hopeto encourage current membersand
donorsto consider increasing their contributionsto
NWLT. Every new contributionwill leveragethesame
amount asamatch from theAmerican Natural Heritage
Foundation’sgrant. Your additional contributiontoward
protecting the northwoodswill therefore be effectively
doubled. Pleasekeep our matching grantinmind asyou
consider your planned giving and other donationsin 2005.
Thank youfor al of your support!

Pleasejoin usin extending our Sincerest gppreciation
toKirk Mueller, Trustee of theAmerican Natural Heritage
Foundation, for the opportunity to accept thischallenge
grant. Inadditionto providing mgor financia and
technical support for the NorthwoodsLand Trugt,
Muéler iscurrently co-chair of our Council of Trustees. i

NOW MORE THAN EVER - WE NEED YOUR HELP!

JOIN THE NORTHWOODS LAND TRUST
HELP KEEP THE NORTHWOODS THE NORTHWOODS!

Yes, | want to support the efforts of the Northwoods Land Trust.

Name: Membership Contributions Interests
O Individual $25 [ have property
Address: O Family $35 | may wish to
_ O Supporter $50  conserve, please
City: 3 Founder $100  send me additional
_ O Conservator $250  information.
State: Zip: O Steward $500

Telephone (w):

O Land Legacy $1000

Telephone (h):

is also enclosed.

E mail Address:

Please make checks payable to:
Northwoods Land Trust, Inc.

PO Box 321

Eagle River, WI 54521-0321
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O My additional contribution of ~ $

O I am interested
in becoming a
volunteer to assist
the NWLT. (Please
list any special skills
or interests).

O 1 aminterested in
the new NWLT
Council of Trustees.



NWLT Board adoptsnational

“Land Trust Sandards& Practices’

Thenationa land trust organization, the Land Trust
Alliance, recently updated and revised their Land Trust
Sandardsand Practicesthat all land trusts should
follow aslegd, ethical, and effectiveland conservation
organizations. Inlight of increased Internal Revenue
Servicescrutiny of some so-called conservation easements
(donationsof “conservation easements’ on golf coursesby
some devel opers comesto mind), these new Land Trust
Sandardsand Practicesare even moreimportant.

In December, the Northwoods L and Trust Board of
Directorsreviewed the new Land Trust Sandardsand
Practices, and agreed that these arethe ethical and
technical guidelinesfor respons ble operation of aland trust.
The Board approved Resolution #2004-20, which “ hereby
adoptsthe Land Trust Sandards and Practices as
guiddinesfor the organization'soperations.”

Some standards and practicesare geared toward much
larger, more established organizations. However, over the
next year wewill bereviewing and updating asneeded dl of
our policiesand proceduresto meet these“ best manage-
ment practices’ for land trusts. Webelievethisisvita for
our organi zation, our landownersand our contributors.

Welcometo new Directors: '1“_
Pete Davison & Jerry Parker

The Northwoods Land Trust welcomes two new
members to our Board of Directors.

Pete Davison isawell-known rural mail carrier and
former County Board Supervisor in Forest County.

Pete and his family live on Lake Lucerne near Crandon,
and are active with the lake association. Peteisalso a
member of the Forest County Association of Lakes and
thelocal Quiet Trails group. Pete will replace former
Board member Cliff Haskins as our NWLT representa-
tive for landowner contacts in Forest County.

When the NWLT Board assessed its needs in 2004,
someone with real estate expertise topped thelist. Jerry
Parker, alicensed Realtor with Lakeshore Realty in
Land O’ Lakes, brings both many years of experience
with real estate transactions and strong conservation
values and commitment. Jerry was aleader in the
formation of the North & South Twin Lakes Riparian
Owners Association, and serves on the Board of the
Vilas County Lakes Assaciation. Jerry also took alead
role in a proactive effort to get the town of Phelpsto
undertake comprehensive planning, and hetook plenty
of lumpsfor being so farsighted.

We appreciate the interest and enthusiasm of both
Pete and Jerry, and welcome them to the Board!

NORTHBAOT
g, ANeTRET INORTHWOODS LAND TRUST

i P.O. BOX 321, EAGLE RIVER, WI 54521-0321

Board of Directors
John Huppert, President
Mary Schwaiger, Vice Pres.
WillaSchmidt, Secretary
Tom Ellis, Treasurer
Pete Davison
Ed Drager
TimHagen
JmHolperin
Bob Martini
Mitchell Olson
Jerry Parker
Roxanne Poupart
Cathy Techtmann
Bryan Pierce, Exec. Director




