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Tom Turriff Protects 140 acresin &. Germain, Vilas County

Tom Turriff, DePere, hasleft an enduring northwoods
conservationlegacy to future generationsby protecting
about 140 acres of woodlands and wetlands, and nearly
500 feet of natural shoreland onMud LakeintheTown
of St. GermaininVilasCounty. Onbehalf of theThomas
N. Turriff and Joanne M. Turriff Revocable Trust, a
perpetua land protection agreement, or conservation
easement, wasgranted to the NorthwoodsLand Trust in
EagleRiver onAugust 5, 2005.

Turriff’ sgift of aconservation easement hasnow
protected the conservation values of the property in
perpetuity. “1 wanted to keep theland from ever being
developed,” hesaid. “I feel very good about it. For
future generations, asit goeson to my kidsand whoever
it ultimately endsupwith, itisawaysgoingto stay the
same. Therewill beno subdivisons.”

For over forty years, Turriff hasbeen enjoyingthe
property primarily asahunting camp and for other
recreation. “| started going up therein 1962 after the
property wasbought by Les Smith of DePere,” hesaid.
“We grouse hunted and deer hunted oniit, and really just
enjoyed being ontheland. We' vebeen ableto enjoy the
wildernessasitis, seeingtheforestinitsnatural stateand
watching thingsgrow fromyear to year. Over theyears
we' ve seen bear, fishers, eagles, otters, and weasdls.”

“AsLesgot older, hewanted the property toremain
inthe handsof hisfriendswho had beenusingit, sohe
solditto hisbrother Austin,” remembered Turriff. “Bob
Mettner and | also bought interestsin the property. As
Austin and Bob got older, they asked meto buy out their
interests, which | did.”

Severd generationsof the Turriff family haveenjoyed
the property. “When my daughter Susan and son Bill

wereyoung, we used to go up thereperiodically,” he
said. “They remember berry picking and seeing deer up
close, whichisared thrill toany kid. Now that | have
grandchildren, they go up therewith meand enjoy the
land.”

Accordingto Bryan Pierce, NWLT Executive
Director, nearly 100 acres of northern hardwood and
coniferousupland forest will be protected for wildlife
habitat and natural plant diversity. Theland also features
about 37 acresof lowland forest, mostly black spruce
and tamarack swamp, and acouple of acres of open bog
fringearound Mud Lake.

Pierce noted that Mud Lakeisa21-acre, kettle-
formed spring lake. Mud Lakedrainsthrough intermit-
tent stream and groundwater flow to Found Lake, a
larger, more devel oped recreationa lake. “Mud Lake

(Continued on page 2)
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Nearly 500 feet of frontage on Mud Lake, a DNR-listed
“wild lake,” was permanently protected with
the Turriff conservation easement.

mission:

The Northwoods Land Trust (NWLT) promotes conservation by private landowners of natural shorelands,
woodlands, wetlands and other natural resources, as public benefits for present and future generations.
The Northwoods Land Trust covers areas of Vilas, Oneida, Forest, Florence, Iron and Price Counties.

Phone: (715) 479-2490 Email: nwlt@northwoodslandtrust.org

Web site: www.northwoodslandtrust.org




Northwoods Land Trust
Purpose:

To provide education and utiliz
voluntary conservation options
with private landowners.

To preserve natural shorelands
on lakes, rivers and other
waterways for protection of
water quality, fishand wildlife
habitat, erosion control, and
natural scenic beauty.

To conserve private woodlands
and encourage landowners to
manage their forest landsin an
ecologically sustainable
manner.

To accept perpetual
stewardship for secure
conservation agreements with
private landowners, such as
easements, land donations and
property acquisitions.

To annually monitor NWLT
land protection agreements.

To seek support through
donations, grants, endowments
memberships and volunteers.
To leverage our conservation
efforts through partnering with
other organizations and
agencies.

NWLT Logo: CarolynBurch
Newsdletter Editor: Bryan Pierce

Turriff Conservation Agreement (continued from page 1)

wasidentified by the WDNR 1
NorthernInitiativesasa
‘wildlake',” hesaid.
“Withincreasing resdentia
subdivisonsinthearea,
thisconserved property
will helptofilter runoff from
nearby devel opment and
protect thehigh water
quality of Mud Lakeand
thelakesdownstream,”

Joining Tom Turriff (third from left) in celebrating
signing the land protection agreement are

hesaid NWLT Board members (fromleft) Dan Wisniewski,
' Mary Schwaiger, John Huppert, Ed Drager
The prope_rty may be and retiring Treasurer Tom Ellis.
managed sustainably for

productivetimber. “Astheforest habitats onthe property mature, theland-
owner hasretained the optionto cut firewood, to maintain thelogging roads,
and to prepare aforest management plan and conduct other forest management
practices,” explained Pierce.

Turriff hasa so reserved theright to maintain and improvethe hunting cabin,
but al structuresmust belocated within abuilding zoneno larger than anacre
insize. “I wanted the ability to replacethe cabinif necessary inthefuture, and
toretaintheability to enjoy theland as| have been enjoyingit for thelast forty
years, which wewere ableto accomplishinthe easement,” Turriff said

“In 100 years, | hopethe property will look pretty muchtheway itis
today,” hereflected. “Hopefully thepineswill grow alittlelarger, with natural
successiontaking place. I’dliketobeabletotell my great grandchildrenthat |
protected the property so that they and their great grandchildrenwill beableto
enjoy thesamethingsthat | have been ableto enjoy inmy lifetime.”

“1 found out about conservation easementsfrom the Door County Land
Trust,” noted Turriff. “ Somefriendsof mine had done an easement withthem
inDoor County.” Whilelandownerscan receiveincome and estatetax benefits
when the conservation easement isacharitable contribution, “ tax benefitswere
not al that large of afactor inmy decision,” hesaid. “My primary motivation
wasto protect theland. | wasinterested in protecting theland even beforel
found out about thetax benefits.”

Turrifff encourages other property ownersto consider conservation
easements. “ Serioudy consider it,” hesaid. “I think itisanimportant and
ethical thingto do. Wedo not really owntheland, wearejust stewardsof it.”

“1 hopeto see many more easementsin the northwoods,” Turriff
commented. “Other areasof the country have been doing thisvery successfully
for along timeand protected asignificant amount of property, and | think the
timeisright to start doing it in northern Wisconsin.”

Left: About 140 acres of upland and lowland forest habitats were protected through
the conservation agreement between Tom Turriff and the Northwoods Land Trust.

You Can Help!

The Northwoods Land Trust is a non-profit, tax exempt conservation organization. Your gifts of cash, stocks, bonds or other financia
support are fully tax deductible as charitable contributions under federal law. Donations of property or conservation easements may
also provide tax benefits while promoting the conservation of our northwoods.
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e Buying & selling land for CONSERVATION

FOR SALE: Prefer Conservation Buyers

* 40-acreson asmall 12-acrelakein thetown of Phelps, Vilas County. Hasayear-round home on the property.
Listed with arealtor for $259,000.

* 40-acreswith about 500 feet of frontage on a47-acrelakein thetown of Sherman, Iron County. A small creek also
flowsthrough the property. Legal accessisanissue. Listed with arealtor for $199,900.

For moreinformation, contact NWLT at (715) 479-2490.

Theabove propertiesarethefirst two listed in NWLT’snew Conser vation “ Sometimes the only way
Buyer/Seller program. Conservation buyer sare peoplewho areinterested to save a piece of
inpurchasing landin order to protect itsconservation values. They quiteliteraly property is to buy it.
“put their money wheretheir valuesare.” If we can afford it. we

Many conservation buyers purchase land because they enjoy outdoor !

recreation and want to useit for hunting, fishing, watching wildlife, forest have a moral Ob_l Igation
management, nature study or just for arelaxing weekend retreat. Theprimary to preserve It.
requirement for aconservation buyer istheir willingnessto consider someform - Brothers Tim & John Hagen,

Rhinelander, purchased 90 acres

of permanent protection for theland. {0 protect it from development,

For the Northwoods L and Trust, aconservation buyer issomeonewho NWLT
believeswill want to preservethe property for itsconservation values, will limit additional development, andwill either
buy land with aconservation easement already in place, or will work with theland trust to grant an easement onthe
property after they purchaseit.

Landownersand potentia conservation buyers should be awarethat there areimportant timing and other issues
related to whether or not adonated conservation easement would qualify with the Internal Revenue Servicesasa
charitabledeductionif itisdoneat thetime of closing ontheland sale. Thetwo must beindependent transactionsfor an
easement donationto qualify asacharitablegift. Severa guidelinesand strategiescan aso help alandowner bemore
comfortablesdling their land to apotentia conservation buyer.

TheNorthwoods L and Trust recently started an effort to link potential conservation buyerswith landownerswho
want to ensuretheir property will be protected. NWLT will maintain alist of potential conservation buyersand will
notify them whenland becomesavailable. NWLT will also maintainalist of landownerswho would prefer to sell their
property to aconservation-minded buyer. Thelistsarestrictly voluntary and strictly confidential. Wewill
immediately removeyour nameat any time upon request.

e g TheNorthwoodsLand Trust iswilling to offer information and assistance on
‘¥ conservationissuesto buyersand sellers. However, dueto potentia conflictsof interest
" . withpossible pre- or post-sale conservation easement donations, the Northwoods Land
Trust does not becomeinvolved in negotiations between conservation buyersand sdllers.

We are not hereto replacereal estate companies. Wesimply hopeto providealink
where appropriate to help conservation-minded sellersand buyersbetter protect special
northwoods properties. All propertieswould need to have conservation valuessuitable
for aconservation easement asminimum criteriafor incluson withinthe program.

NWLT reservestheright to approve or disapproveany property or interested buyer
for any reason at our sole discretion.

Intoday’sredl estate climate, and with the rapid pace of development inthe
northwoods, conservation buyersmay bethelast best hopefor preserving some of the
remaining wild tractsin the northwoods.

Pleasefill inand return theform on page 4 or contact the office at (715) 479-2490

Conservation buyers may bethe  if you areinterested in beingincludedin NWLT’sConser vation Buyer/Seller
last best hope for preserving Program i

wild tracts in the northwoods.




Dan Wisniewski joins the NWLT Board  thisareafor over 30years.”

We are pleased to announce that Dan Wisniewski, “My interest inland conservation was heightened when
recently-retired Executive Secretary for theWisconsin | served as Secretary of the Board of Commissioners of
Board of Commissionersof Public Lands, hasjoined Public Lands,” noted Wisniewski. “I realized how crucid it
the NWLT Board of Directors. Accordingto President  isto preserve our undevel oped |ake shoresand river front-
John Huppert, Wisniewski was specifically recruitedfor  age, and to prevent further fragmentation of our northern

hisexpertisein publiclandsmanagement. forests.” Wisniewski directed the management of over
“Wearevery excited that Dan hasagreed tojoin 80,000 acresof productivewoodlandsand other diverse

our Board,” said Huppert. “With hislong-timefamily habitatsacrossWisconsin.

tiesboth to the northwoods and to state government, we Previousexperiencesin a30-year career in stateand

hopeto be ableto tap into hiswealth of contactsand local government haveincluded working for Governors Tony

experience, aong with hisstrong conservation ethic.” Earl, Patrick Lucey and Martin Schreiber. Wisniewski is

Wisniewski residesinMadisonand ownsacottage ~ marriedto Fran DeGraff and hasfive childrenand three
on Spring Lakeinthetownof Land O’ Lakes. “I first grandchildren. “Now that I’ veretired, | want to usemy
experienced the northwoodswhen my family rented a experienceto help theNorthwoods L and Trust protect what
lake cottagein Three Lakes,” explained Wisniewski. makesthe northwoods such awonderful place.”
“My family and | have camped, canoed and fishedin Welcome Danto our Board of Directors! i

Northwoods Land Trust
ConservationBuyer/Seller Program
Please note: all of your responses are confidential.

U | aminterested in being included on the list of conservation buyers. U | aminterested in selling to a conservation buyer.
Name(s): Date:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone; Best time to call:
Email:

Conservation Buyer

Desired size of parcel: Minimum acres Maximum acres

Typesof land you desire;

___woodlands ___lekeshorelands ~ wetlands ~_ river or stream shorelands ____year-round residence
____seasona homeor cabin __ farmland ____rarespeciesor rare plant communities

Your purposefor buying land:

__ future development/subdivide ____seasona homeor cabin __ investment __ year-round or retirement home
____recreation (hunting, fishing, other) _ preservation of resources _ sustainable forest products _ wildlife enhancement
Pricerangefor buyingland: $ to $

Conservation interests:

____ Willing to donate a conservation easement to NWLT after purchase.
____ Willing to purchase land with a conservation easement in place.

____ Willing to donate land to NWLT for permanent protection.

Other - please describe any timing or other information you feel isimportant:

Conservation Seller

L ocation of Property: County: Town:
Township Range Section
Sizeof parcel: __ acres frontage feet on lake or river
Typeof property:  woodland _ wetland ___ year-roundresidence _ cabin ___lake ___ river or stream
Assessed value: $ land $ improvements  Asking price. $

Conservation interests:

___Willing to donate a conservation easement to NWLT before selling the land.

___Willing to do a“bargain sale” of the property for land protection purposes.

Other - please attach areal estate summary sheet (if available), and describe the property and include any additional timing or other
information you feel isimportant:

Return to: Northwoods Land Trust, P.O. Box 321, Eagle River, W 54521-0321



Conserve School students learn while

helping protect 190 acres

Conserve School studentsfromLand O’ Lakes
teamed up with teacher Joe Panci and NWLT Director
Bryan Pierceto learn about private land conservation
through aservice-learning project.

Participating in an Earth Day event, the students
learned how conservation easements can permanently
protect private woodlands, wetlands and |ake shorelands.
Then they helped collect needed baseline documentation
information using Globa Positioning System (GPS) units.
The GPS satellitelocation readingshel ped to identify and
map trailson aprivate, 190-acre property inthe Town of
Land O’ Lakesthat isoneof NWLT’scurrent easement
projects. We appreciatetheir help! F

Conserve School students worked through snow, sleet and
drizzle on Earth Day (typical northwoods day!) to map trail
locations for a conservation easement project site using
hand-held GPS units. The group included (from left): 1k soo,
Torrey, Ledlie, Shannon, Lizzie, Zion and teacher Joe Panci.

Memorial Gift doubled through

Employer Match Program

Ardyth Hall’sgenerousgift to NWLT in memory of her
mother, PatriciaRuth TrinkaHall, and her grandmother,
Helen Drager Priebe, wasmade even moreeffective
becauseArdyth thought to request an application from her
employer’ smatching giftsprogram. Anincreasing number
of employersoffer to match contributionstheir employees
maketo non-profit, tax exempt organizationslikethe
NorthwoodsLand Trust. Wegreatly appreciateArdyth’'s
very generous contribution, and her effortstoleverage
even more support for our conservation work through the
employer match! \We hope many of our other members
and supporterswill consider doing the same.

Other recent contributionsincluded amemoriad giftin
remembrance of Ruth Drager Wivel from Jean Owen, a
gift from Bette Jo Sullivan, and an additional contribution
from Jdulie Dolinky - al fromtheextended Drager family.
Generous contributionswere a so received from the Joe
Hove family and from PetriciaJuday.

NWLT members Ruth Sproul and Dick Pantalone
just sent adonation inthe name of Pat Duganto help
commemorate hishirthday (what agreat way to
celebrateaspecia occasion!). Wegreetly appreciate
thegenerosty of all of these supporters!

WANTED:

NWLT isin need of afire-proof file cabinet to store
archival copiesof our rapidly-increasing completed
conservation easement documents. Please contact
usif you haveafire-proof file cabinet in good
condition, or if youwould bewilling to contribute
toward the purchase of anew one.

JOIN THE NORTHWOODS LAND TRUST
HELP KEEP THE NORTHWOODS THE NORTHWOODS!

Membership Contributions Interests

3 Individual $25 [ have property

3 Family $35 I may wish to

O Supporter $50  conserve, please
Address: O Founder $100  send me the free

O Conservator $250  landowner’s guide.
City: 0 Steward $500

O Land Legacy $1000 [ I am interested
State: Zip: 0O My additional contributionof ~$  in becoming a

is also enclosed.

Telephone (w):

volunteer to assist
the NWLT.

Telephone (h):

Please make checks payable to:
Northwoods Land Trust, Inc.

E mail Address:

PO Box 321
Eagle River, WI 54521-0321
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[ I am interested in
the NWLT Council of
Trustees.
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“For the Love of the Land... A Landowner’s
Conservation Guide to Protecting Your Northwoods
Property,” the NorthwoodsLand Trust’snew education
packet, isnow availableto any interested landowners.

The Guidewas produced with funding assistance
fromaDNR Lake Protection Grant, theArthur L. “Bud”
Johnsonin Memory of Elaine V. Johnson Foundation, and
the John C. Bock Foundation. Thefolder describesthe
conservation optionswe offer tolandownerswho truly
want to “ keep the northwoods the northwoods.”

Theinformation ==
folder describesland &P‘:} e
protection agreements,
land donations, buying
andsdlinglandfor
conservation, thetax
benefitsfrom conserva-
tion easements, and our
NWLT conservation
arearegistry program.

Theguideaso
includesexamplesof
arealandownerswho

Far liss Love of ihe Lo

New Landowner’'s Conservation Guide Available

have permanently protected their propertiesfor future
generations.

Over 1000 copiesof the Guideweredirect mailed as
apilot project to Vilas County | ake property ownerswho
haveat |east 500 feet of natural shorelinefrontage or
more. Specia Thanksto Kim Genich, Betty and Gus
Gussick, John Huppert, Barry McLeane, WillaSchmidt,
Cliff and Kestrel Schwaiger for their volunteer assistance
(pictured below)!

The Guideisavailablefree of charge by contacting
theNWLT officeat nwlt@northwoodd andtrust.org, call
(715) 479-2490, or writeto PO. Box 321, EagleRiver,
WI 54521-0321. i

Board of Directors
John Huppert, President
Mary Schwaiger, Vice Pres.
WillaSchmidt, Secretary
Tim Hagen, Treasurer
Pete Davison
Ed Drager
JmHolperin
Bob Martini
Mitchell Olson
Jerry Parker
Cathy Techtmann
Beth Tornes
Dan Wisniewski
Bryan Pierce, Exec. Director

Please remember NWLT
inyour annual and
planned giving. Givea
gift that will last forever!



