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	 More than a memory, this land is now a lasting, living legacy. The Jerry 
Cary Sanctuary sign indicates just how special the Northwoods Land Trust’s 
newest conservation land donation is to the donor, Paulette Cary. 
	 Paulette and her late husband Jerry, of Oak Park, Illinois, truly enjoyed this 
scenic parcel on the north shore of Van Vliet Lake. She has now donated this 
2.4-acre parcel in the town of Presque Isle in Vilas County in Jerry’s memory. 
	 According to Paulette, “ever since the day we were married, my husband 
said ‘someday I’d like to have a cabin up in the northwoods.’ Jerry was a 
medical equipment salesman, and the northwoods was part of his territory. 
He was very patient. Every time he drove up that way, he looked for a piece of 
property that he thought would be just what he wanted. He wanted it to be very 
solitary. He didn’t want to be part of a big development, he wanted something 
very rustic.” 
	 “His father, Charles Cary, loved going up to the northwoods fishing when 
he was young,” Paulette related. “The Cary family originally came from around 
Cary, Illinois. Jerry was born and raised in Syracuse, New York. Charles was an 
avid fisherman, and Jerry inherited that from his Dad.” 
	 “When Jerry came back to live in Chicago, the first thing he wanted to do 
was go back to where his father used to fish in the northwoods,” said Paulette. 
“He had some great buddies - all single guys at that time. They used to go 
up every summer for a couple of weeks fishing. They would all rent a cabin, 
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Van Vliet Lake Conservation Area - continued

2

usually in Eagle River, and they would fish together. 
The northwoods had a lot of great memories for him.”
	 Paulette recalled that “one day in 1977, Jerry came 
home from a trip and said ‘I think I’ve found a place.’ 
We went up and looked at it. There was a lovely little 
cabin. It was probably built in the 1950s, very rustic and 
right on a great fishing lake. It was not a log cabin, but 
it was a rustic wood cabin. It had two little bedrooms, 
a kitchen/living room area, and indoor plumbing. 
We bought it lock-stock-and-barrel, including all the 
furniture and a row boat. They left everything as part of 
the purchase, so it was a ready made cabin.”
	 “Jerry would go up a lot more than I did,” she 
continued, “because he would be in that territory 
periodically. But we always went up spring, summer 
and fall. The cabin was well used for a long time.”
	 “We had very dear friends, Roger and Laura 
Fuelster, who would also go up for a month all by 
themselves,” she said. “They have both passed, but they were great outdoors people and loved to fish.” 
	 “It was very simple living – no television,” she commented. “We had a radio, that was it. For a while we didn’t even have a 
telephone. Because my parents were elderly and I was afraid to be away from home too long without being in contact, eventually 
we got a phone. We had a large screened-in porch facing the lake where we slept. We never slept inside. That screened-in porch 
was the best thing we ever did.” 
	 “My husband was a fisherman, and we were out every day fishing,” she remembered. “Jerry was always fishing for musky, 
and I was always fishing for walleye. In all the years that we went up there, he caught his dream musky once. I was not there with 
him at the time, so he ended up bringing it home so I could see it. It was truly a great accomplishment in his mind.”
 	 “It is a very weedy lake, which of course makes it a nice fishing lake,” she said. “I remember having problems just getting our 
boat out of the cove because the weeds would be so heavy. Ross and Nelda Grieser were our neighbors just down the road a piece. 
They were just nice people. We would always look out for each other. Ross was an extraordinary fisherman, but he never gave up 

the secrets of where he fished!” 
    “My husband and I, and his brother and wife, 
planted about 600 red pine on that property,” 
noted Paulette. “My husband wanted a heavy 
forest around the cabin. We bought seedlings 
from the state and planted red pines up the hill 
from the cabin to the road.”
     “The wildlife was magnificent,” she stated. 
“On the side deck where we used to sit and 
read, it was like the Animal Channel. We could 
sit there and the deer would come to us. We had 
black bear on many occasions, red fox, eagles 
of course, and just a wonderful array of birds. 
We always had a bird feeder out.”
     One of the significant conservation values 
of the property is that it is located across the 
road from, and helps to buffer, the Van Vliet 
Hemlocks State Natural Area (see the Van Vliet 
Hemlocks sidebar on page 6). 
     A small parking area and trailhead for a 
series of looping public hiking trails is located 
just east of the Cary property off of West Van 

Paulette Cary with husband Jerry (standing left) and his brother David 
                 by the entrance to the Van Vliet Lake property. 

Continued on page 6Vliet Road.

“It was a beautiful, quiet, serene environment.” 
- Paulette Cary
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Map of the Van Vliet Lake Conservation Area

Van Vliet Lake Conservation Area
Town of Presque Isle, Vilas County

Northwoods Land Trust, Inc.
2015 Digital Orthophoto Map

T43N - R6E - Section 21

N
This drawing is not a survey, and is not 

intended to be used as one. This drawing 
is a compilation of records, information 

and data used for reference purposes only.
Parcel lines are approximate only.

GIS data source:  Vilas County 
Mapping Department.
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NWLT Annual Report of Contributions Received in Fiscal Year 2017
Our sincerest Thank You to all of our continuing members and contributors, and welcome to our new members and supporters!

8.7 acres 	Estate of Sybil & 
		  Howard Holtzer
2.4 acres	 Paulette Cary

Government & 
Foundation Grants
$119,500	 Caerus Foundation 
$100,000	Anonymous - IRA 
		  distribution
$33,153	 DNR Lake 
		  Protection Grant V
$22,339	 DNR Lake
		  Protection Grant VI
$25,000	 John C. Bock 
		  Foundation 
$15,000	 Lux Foundation 
		  Inc.
$6,500	 Modestus Bauer 
		  Foundation 	
$4,000	 Land Trust Alliance
$3,000	 American Natural 
		  Heritage Fdn. 
		  & Mueller Family 
		  Charitable Trust 
$2,312	 EarthShare 
		  Employee Giving
		  Campaign
$2,000	 Coles Family 
		  Foundation
$1,669	 Charles A. & 
		  Ida C. Sanders 
		  Northwoods 
		  Memorial Fund 
		  of the Natural 
		  Resources 
		  Foundation of WI 
$1,100	 Wisconsin Land 
		  Fund of the Greater 
		  Green Bay 
		  Community 
		  Foundation
$1,100	 Kimberly Clark
		  Foundation - 
		  Employee Giving 
		  Program
$1,000	 Charles & Carol 
		  James Fund -
		  Greater Milwaukee 
		  Foundation
$500	 Ron & Winnie 
		  Krueger Fund -
		  Community 
		  Foundation of 
		  North Central 
		  Wisconsin
$500	 Patterson Family 
		  Foundation
$500	 Butternut Franklin
		  Lakes Foundation
$350	 River Valley Bank
		  Foundation
$40	 Amazon Smile

	 Foundation

Land Legacy - $1,000 +
Kenneth Aldridge
Nancy Nebgen
Patricia Juday
Sarah Perry
Thomas N. & Jo Ann Turriff
Richard & Amy Jo Aylward
  Tara Lila LLC
Lee Swank
Sue Kratsch
Robert & Elke Hagge
John Roberts & Nancy 
  Osterberg
Tannica & James Bragiel
Jeff Curtin
Michael Eaton & Carol Ritter
DiAnne & Terry Hatch
Merrill & Robert Horswill
Charles & Carol James
Jim & Erinn Letts
Edward Marshall
Bob Martini & Kathleen 
  Vick-Martini
Mick Mlinar
Donald & Virginia Read
George & Terry Smith
Don & Mary Spencer
William & Susan Sprinkmann
Cathy Techtmann
Michael & Peg Uihlein

Steward - $500-999
James & Courtney Tucker
Mitchell & Sara Olson
Mitchell Flaherty
Ron & Karen Becker
Jill Fox
Ward & Judith Fuller
Jim & Kathy Holperin
John & Jan Huppert
David & Sara Kozeluh
Ron & Winnie Krueger
Bryan Pierce & Gail 
  Gilson-Pierce
Meta Reigel Brandt & Jim 
  Brandt
Jane Schley
Mary Schwaiger
Richard & Helen Thomas
Elizabeth Tuttle

Conservator - $250-499
John Hefty
Thomas Uttech
Sheri Buller
Jackie Dickens
Ken & Nancy Manthei
Deanna Braeger
Bert & Suzie Colianni
Katy & Jim Dyreby
Ron Errett
Charlie & Gail Francis
Dr. Walt & Donna Gager
John & Pier Elissa Geis
Jennifer & Joe Heitz
Bill & Ruth Jaeger
Sarah & Ken Juon
Mark & Sarah McGuire

Conservator - $250-499 
H.K. Mueller
Tim & Jo-Ann O’Neil
Bruce & Candy Pindyck
Kenneth & Anne Powell
Timothy Quella
Peter Schau & Luz Cordova
Willa Schmidt & Kim 
  Genich
Ton 80 Realty Services
Janette Smart
Alice & Joe Smith
Georgie & Webb Southwick
Elizabeth Uihlein
Dan Wisniewski & Fran 
DeGraff
Linda & John Wrobel

Founder - $100-249
William Crowley
Edna & Wolfgang Epstein
Jeff Herrett & Nancy 
  Richmond
Timothy Holperin
Uwe & Janet Kaeding
John Nelson
Eloise & Jeffrey Potter
John F Sarwark MD
Otto & Kay Scharpf
Gene & Donna Welhoefer
Michael & Cori Wellenstein
James & Ruth Ann Wiersma
Andy & Susan Gumm
Susan Denholm
Ed Drager
Donald & Karen Grade
Sue & Jim Coffman
Douglas Lemke
Alan Albee
Mark Andersen
Snipe Lake Association
Squash Lake Association
Virginia & Michael Bolger
James Braeger
Dale & Julie Bronson
Barbara & Patrick Clare
John & Timmie Clemetsen
John & Michelle Crump
Pete & Brenda Davison
Beth Tornes & Atty. William 
  Dickens, Jr.
Julie Dolinky
David Duppler
Ron & Jan Eckstein
Virginia Elsen
Bev Engstrom
Gregg Ewert
Barbara Fabry
Mary Lou Findley 
  Burlingame
Jay Franke & Pamela Baker
Kent & Jeryl Fuller
Ms. Ione Garcia
Larry & Meg George
Ron Greenwald & Lenore 
  Lenten
John & Louise Griffith
Laura Hammel

Founder - $100-249 
Katharine Hartley
Susan & Dirk Herr-Hoyman
David & Erin Hoelscher
Tom Jerow & Steven 
  Schreier
Jean Johnson
Ricky & Christine Kamil
Thomas Katisch
Sally Ann Kelly
Joe & Judy Lakota
Dale Lang
Jane Lang & Jon Doll
Lloyd W. Lange, DDS and 
  Family
Marlette Larsen
Kurtis & Beth Larson
Frank & Amy Laundrie
Dr. Gene Likens
Sandy Lotto
Anne & Michael Maillette
Stephen & Karen Malkin
Mary McCarren
Gary Meister & Laura Van 
  Valkenberg
Tom & Carol Mertens
Gerald & Karen Moore
Trisha Moore & Mark 
  Shepherdson
Mark & Ruth Mortensen
Al & Kathy Nagy Family
Charlene Nemec
William & Susan Niemuth
Leo & Marilyn Norden
Marcia & Tim Obukowicz
Diane Packett
Christine Paulik
James and Joy Perry
Dushan & Nancy Petrovich
Dr. Roger & Consie Powell
Bill Reardon
Steve & Ann Robertson
Deborah Rohde
Richard Rollman
Roland & Ruth Rueckert
Judith Hall & Donald 
  Sargent
Ferd Schlapper & Deb 
  Garton
Peter & Colleen Schmitz
Lynne Scholfield
Charles Schwass & Carol 
  Reynolds
Bill & Barbara 
  Schweisheimer
Virginia Schwerin
Emily Shannon
Judy Gail Smith
Bob & Lisa Sorge
Michael Soucheray
Robert W. Steber
Trish Stocking
Sara Streich
Bette Jo Sullivan
Robert & Judith Pagano 
  Thoms
Helen & Robert Towner
John & Susan Twiggs

Memberships and Other Contributions
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NWLT Annual Report of Contributions Received in Fiscal Year 2017
(Continued from previous page)

Founder - $100-249 
Pete Victora & Leslie 
  Gulliford
Guy & Janice Vitello
Penny Warner
Walter & Janet Wellenstein
Topf Wells & Sally Probasco
Karen & David Widule
Bernard & Jean Wiggins
J. Daniel & Lee-Ann 
  Woodman
Paul & Sharon Wussow
Neil & Jane Yaris
Roger & Carol Ziff

Supporter - $50-99
Denise & Stephen Herzberg
Rick & Linda Lane
Todd Nicklaus
Robert & Beth Olson
Emilie & Aliko Songolo
Dr. James Bennett
Dick Simon
Ian & Monie Shackleford
Alec Albee
James & Tonna Appelgren
High-Fishtrap-Rush-Lakes 
  Association
Jeremy Bardon
John Bates & Mary Burns
Jeanne Baugnet
Chris & Cathleen Belbin
Sarah Besadny & Jim Meiers
Janet Bewley & David Saetre
Jim & Peggy Boerke
Charles F. Bremigan, Jr.
Diane Brundage
John & Carolyn Cain
David & Sarah Clark
William H. & Karen Collins
Dennis & Brenda Corcoran
Roger Degris
Karen & Michael Dixon
Josh & Beth Doroff
Mary Douglass Brown & 
  Tom Brown
Dr. Feride Erku
Richard & Catherine 
  Farrenkopf
Richard & Debby Galaty
Steve Garske
Steven Grindel & Laurie 
  Kabins
Tim Hagen & Kimberly 
  Kelling
Gregory & Dr. Paula 
  Hillmann
Vicki Holewinski
Arden & Victoria Hvam
Ken & Christin Jaworski
Sarah & Cal Johnson
Richard E. Keesey
Jim & Liesa Kerler
John & Claudia Knutson
Mr. Jonathan Kopchinski
Fred Kreutz
Burton & Dale Kushner
Connie Lefebvre
Mary Lou Lipscomb
Brian Logan & Susan Barakat

Supporter - $50-99 
Atty. Tuck Mallery
Keith & Josie McCaffery
Mary & Chris McCann
Robert & Judith Mott
Clifford & Susan Nelsen
Kathy & David Noel
William & Anita Nohava
John and Jane O’Brien
William and Mary Padgett
Nancy Partin
Robert & Carol Pederson
Matt Quasius
Michael & Dawn Rickman
Jim Roebke
Ruth Sanderson
Sue Schmid
James D. & Shirley A. 
  Seymour
Rod Sharka
Sue & Larry Silton
Ron E. Skagen
Jon Smith and Wendy Hall 
  Smith
Kate Stafford
Mary Stanley
Joe & Nancy Steinhage
Scott & Paula Taebel
Jack & Judy Terreberry
David Ullrich
Joe & Trish Ullrich
Mike Van Asten
Karen & Tom Van Etten
Bill Vancos
Susan M. Vos
Diane & Gerald Wachdorf
Charles & Joan Whitburn
Charles Wilfer, Sr.
Fred & Karen Young

Family - $35-49 
Chris Tews
Reach & Schwaiger CPAs
Paul & Sherie Sondel
Scott & Suzanne Anderson
Robert & Christina Ash
Lee & Susan Basten
Dr. Dean & Barbara 
  Bordeaux
C.W. Brown
Carol Shoberg Brown
Douglas & Kathleen Cassidy
Leane & David Cerven
Roland & Diane DeGrand
Larry & Barbara 
  Dochterman
Harley & Ruth Erbs
Jim & Aliza Faber
Jan & Glenn Falcon
Marcia Flynn-Dirksen & 
  Gordon Dirksen
Laura and Mike Ford
Richard Galaty
Sandy Gillum
Robert & Kathleen Gramann
Bob & Joelle Gregorcich
David & Cheryl Groch
Carol & Jim Heffner
Richard & Sharron Howard
Nancy Jesse & Paul Menzel

Family - $35-49 
Glenn & Mary Jonas
Carrie Klabunde & Brad Hess
Thomas & Deborah Klein
Steven & Molly Knecht
Kenn & Rayma Larson
Dennis & Virginia Leith
Mike & Sue Lietz
Ron & Elsie Magnussen
Pat Marinac & Sterling Strathe
John & Kathy Meiners & 
  Family
Dr. Barbara Millen & Markley 
  Boyer
Jim & Vicki Morley
Richard & Susan Muenster
Doug, Melissa, & Oleg 
  Novinski
Laurie Osterndorf
Ginny Parker
Gregory & Bridget Pawell
Donald & Carol Pockat
John & Julie Puscheck
Jeannine Rateau
Jon & Sally Reuling
Steve & Gloria Roberts
Tom & Judy Saeger
George & Patricia Stone
Daniel & Karen Stroede
Rich & Kitty Swiontek
Jim Sydow & Pamela Ketelle
Erv & Nancy Teichmiller
Dave & Carol Vosters

Member - $25-34 
Erich Schmidtke
Mrs. Jewell F. Springer
John Aldridge & Diane Muri
Jim & Julie Anderson
Mary Arnold
Mary Briscoe
Fred W. Busch
Marcus Cohen
Pamela & Gary Crapp
Terrence Cummings
Cameron Davis
Minka Dawson
Dr. L.J. English
Paul Flak
Leslie Gauberti
Joan Grace
Diane & Bernie Gruenke
Janice Gumz
Bill & Kathy Hall
Richard & Mariel Henske
Pat Hitt
Joe Hobein
Tim Jacobson
Jean Jakusz
Richard Jenks
Louise Johnson
Nancy Kelly
Amanda Kill
Susan Knight
Kim Kost
Mark Leistickow
Judy Lucas
Jim Mankopf
Ben Meyer
Louis & June Mielke 

Member - $25-34 
Atty. Ed Mouw
Ralph J.Nagel, Jr.
John Neu
Richard Olson
Joe Panci
Cecilia Pardo-Schult
Howard & Patricia Prahl
James & Patricia Puchter
Neal Puncochar
Susan Ramsey
Walter & Amelia Rugland
Dick Schumann
Marilyn Sharrow
Karen Smith
John and Jeanie Snell
Nancy Socha
Elaine Spencer
Georgianna Starz
Joseph & Karen Stoeckl
Elizabeth Stone & Richard 
  Theile
Janet Stroschein
William H. Thomas
Amy Vander Wyst
Edward Werstein
Ken & Barbara Wiesner
Paul D. Withington
Richard & Arlene Wren Jr.
William Zirbes

Other Contributions 
Charles Brady
Jeff & Ann Currie
Genevieve Hennessy
Jean Markowski
Michael Pieper
Eric Rasmussen
Anne & James Small
Betsy Bricker
David Pegelow
Kevin Diehl

In Kind Gifts & 
Contributions
Reach & Schwaiger -
   Certified Public Accountants
Kenneth Aldridge - John Deere
   2305 tractor with rear blade, 
   snowblower & brush hog 
Carol Ritter & Michael Eaton - 
   rental for volunteer training 
   workshop
Pat Marinac & Sterling 
   Strathe - natural history 
   books
Vilas County Land & Water 
Conservation Department - 
   publications
David & Kathy Noel -    
   display materials

Please let us know if we’ve made 
an error so we can correct it in 
our next newsletter. We truly 
appreciate your support!
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Van Vliet Lake Conservation Area - continued

	 Paulette was 
born and raised in 
Oak Park, Illinois. 
“We have been 
living in this house 
since 1973,” she 
said. “I was in 
advertising for 
many years. Now 
I am retired, but I 
still do commercial 
work with voice-
overs and as an 
actress.”
	 “After my  
husband died in 
1984, I didn’t go 
up quite as often,” 
reflected Paulette. 
“I started to realize that what drew me there was my husband’s love of being up 
there. That is where he wanted to retire, but Jerry died of a heart attack in 1984 at 
43. It was a total shock, but there is no doubt in my mind where he wanted to be. 
That is why this sanctuary land will always be his.”
	 “I felt an emotional attachment to the property,” she noted, “but I realized that 
I was not using the cabin except maybe once or twice a year. Eventually I decided 
that a better use of the property would be to preserve it in remembrance of him.”
	 In 2007, Paulette donated the 1.96-acre cabin parcel with 345 feet of frontage 
on Van Vliet Lake to the Last Wilderness Conservation Association (LWCA), a 
local volunteer land trust in Presque Isle. That donation initially included a reserve 
life estate allowing Paulette the exclusive use and enjoyment of the property during 
her lifetime. In 2013 though, she opted to give up that life tenancy.
	 “When I did end up leaving the cabin, knowing I wasn’t going to be going up 
there anymore, the cabin and garage were sold, disassembled, and taken out,” she 
stated. “I wanted the land to be returned to its natural condition.” 
	 In 2017, Paulette considered what to do with the remaining parcel on the 
property. “I don’t go up much any more, except maybe once a year just to visit the 
property,” she said. “That is when I decided to donate the second piece of property. 
It was in my will to do that as a bequest anyway, but I just decided to donate it now 
so I could see it happening.”
	 At that time, the LWCA board of directors also asked the Northwoods Land 
Trust to consider accepting the transfer of LWCA’s conservation lands and 
conservation easement projects. While the transfers are still in progress, NWLT 
agreed to help Paulette complete her second conservation land donation. The deed 
for the remaining 3.45 acre parcel was recorded in December. Now called the Van 
Vliet Lake Conservation Area, the conservation property will be dedicated on June 
22, 2018 (see event information on page 8). 
	 “Jerry’s younger brother, David Cary, lives in Colorado,” said Paulette. “I just 
notified him about this dedication and he couldn’t have been happier. He was so 
thrilled because he recognized what an important part of Jerry’s life that area is.”
	  For Paulette, the dedication will be the culmination of her vision to 
permanently protect Jerry’s Sanctuary: “It was a beautiful, quiet, serene 
environment. Hopefully it will be that way forever.”

Paulette and Jerry enjoyed Van Vliet Lake.

  Van Vliet Hemlocks
	 According to the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources, the 
Van Vliet Hemlocks State Natural Area 
“protects an ecologically significant 
stretch of undeveloped lake frontage and 
harbors one of the largest, old-growth 
hemlock-hardwood forests in this region 
- now very rare in Wisconsin. 
	 Large stands of old-growth hemlock-
hardwood forest are present with 
scattered super-canopy white pine as 
well as pockets of forested wetlands 
and bogs. The old-growth canopy is 
dominated by eastern hemlock, sugar 
maple, yellow birch, and basswood. 
Associates include white ash, paper 
birch and ironwood. 
	 Saplings are primarily sugar maple, 
though most other canopy species 
are also reproducing. There is some 
localized hemlock reproduction, but 
heavy deer browse is evident. 
	 As is typical in old hemlock 
hardwood forests, the shrub layer is 
generally sparse except in gaps where 
sunlight can reach the forest floor 
and thickets of beaked hazelnut, red 
elderberry, American fly-honeysuckle, 
and thimbleberry occur. 
	 The herb layer includes intermediate 
wood fern, Canada mayflower, wild 
sarsaparilla, rosy twisted stalk, lady 
fern, and sweet cicely. 
	 Birds present include the 
Blackburnian warbler, black-throated 
green warbler, ovenbird, and osprey. 
	 The site also includes undisturbed 
black ash-cedar swamps in kettle 
depressions, several small, undeveloped 
bog lakes, large beds of emergent 
aquatic macrophytes, and frontage on 
Averill and Van Vliet lakes. 
	 A good quality poor fen supports the 
diminutive fairy slipper orchid situated 
within the characteristic assemblage of 
sphagnum mosses, ericaceous shrubs, 
sedges, and insectivorous plants. 
	 Van Vliet Hemlocks was designated 
a State Natural Area in 2013.”



Leave a Lasting Legacy for the Northwoods
Join NORTHWOODS lAND TRUST

Interests
 I have property I 
may wish to conserve, 
please send me the free 
landowner’s guide.

 I am interested in 
becoming a volunteer to 
assist the NWLT. 

 I am interested in 
contributing to NWLT in 
my will or other 
planned giving.      

Membership ContributionS 
 Individual.............................................$25

 Family..................................................$35

 Supporter..............................................$50

 Founder..............................................$100

 Conservator........................................$250

 Steward...............................................$500

 Land Legacy.....................................$1000

 My additional contribution of    
$___________  is also enclosed.

Name(s):___________________________________

Address:_ __________________________________

City:______________________________________

State: ______________Zip:____________________

Telephone (w):_ _____________________________

Telephone (h):_______________________________

E mail Address:______________________________
Please make checks payable and mail to:
Northwoods Land Trust, Inc.
P.O. Box 321
Eagle River, WI 54521-0321 7

Welcome to Carrie Rasmussen and Kari Kirschbaum!

Please remember the Northwoods Land Trust  
in your annual and planned giving. 

Give a gift that will last forever! 

Carrie Rasmussen, NWLT Development 
Coordinator

	 Carrie Rasmussen joined the NWLT staff as Development Coordinator in May of 2018. 
Carrie grew up in Wausau, WI. She graduated from the University of Wisconsin –Stevens 
Point in 2002 with a B.S. degree in Natural Resource Management – Land Use Planning.
	 She moved to Maine after graduating and worked for Loon Echo Land Trust for 12 
years. Carrie was the Administrative/Land Stewardship Coordinator for three years, then 
was promoted to Executive Director where she made significant advancements in protecting 
local landscapes, engaging community leaders and residents, and spearheading capital 
campaigns, fundraising events and membership drives.  
	 Carrie now resides in Sayner, WI where she and her son enjoy hiking, bicycling, 
gardening, cross-country skiing and being engaged in the local library and school. 
	 “I moved back to Wisconsin in 2016 and am excited to work in the conservation field 
again. Being involved in a land trust feels natural, and I know that I will enjoy being a part 
of NWLT’s staff. I look forward to meeting many of its members and volunteers in the 
months to come,” said Carrie.

    Kari Kirschbaum also joined NWLT in May as the 
new Land Protection Coordinator. She spent the last 
twelve years working with the U.S. Forest Service as 
a wildlife biologist. During her time with the Forest Service, she worked in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, and Minnesota on the Allegheny, Wayne, Superior and Chippewa National Forests.     
    She worked on a wide array of projects including forest, wetland and grassland 
restorations. She also developed a broad background in planning and management of 
natural resources, including monitoring and management of wildlife, rare plants, 
ecosystem diversity and public use, including timber harvest and prescribed fire.  
    Kari grew up in Green Bay, WI. She attended UW-Madison, where she earned a B.S. 
in Biochemistry. She then attended the University of Michigan, where she earned her 
Masters degree in Natural Resource Ecology & Management studying the reproductive 
ecology of osprey in the Chesapeake Bay. After graduate school she worked for The 
Nature Conservancy in Michigan, and as a private lands biologist with the Kentucky 
Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources.	      
    Kari lives in Eagle River with her husband and two sons. She spends her free time with 
her family skiing, camping, raising chickens and bees, remodeling, travelling, hiking, and 
anything involving water, including annual Boundary Waters canoe trips.Kari Kirschbaum, NWLT 

Land Protection Coordinator
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	 You are invited to participate in the Northwoods Land 
Trust’s 2018 Annual Meeting to be held on Friday, June 22nd 
at the Presque Isle Community Center in Vilas County. 
	 The event will be held jointly with the Last Wilderness 
Conservation Association. A free light lunch with the NWLT 
and LWCA boards, open to the public, will start at noon in the 
outdoor pavilion. This is your opportunity to meet the board 
members and staff of both land trust organizations. 
All NWLT members and any others interested in the 
two land trusts are invited to participate.
	 At 12:30 p.m., the 2018 NWLT Annual Meeting 
will be conducted with a brief discussion of the land 
trust’s recent projects and activities, a celebration of 
new acquisitions, and a look ahead at the outstanding 
projects we have currently in the works.
	 Immediately following the Annual Meeting, we 
will travel about 6 miles for the official dedication of 
the Van Vliet Lake Conservation Area. Bring your 
binoculars and bug dope, and join us as we walk this 
property and then take a hike through the nearby Van 
Vliet Hemlocks State Natural Area. 	
	 If you know you will be able to join us, please 
contact the NWLT office at (715) 479-2490 so we 
can plan for lunch.

Directions: The Presque Isle Community Center is located 
about two blocks northeast of the intersection of County 
Highways B and W in downtown Presque Isle, next to the 
library. To get to the Van Vliet Lake Conservation Area, go 
1/4 mile east on Cty. B, turn south and follow Crab Lake Road 
south and west about 4.5 miles. Turn north on West Van Vliet 
Road and follow it about 1.5 miles to Fire # 7266.

Annual Meeting & Dedication of the Van Vliet Lake Conservation Area

Leaving a Lasting Legacy for the Northwoods

The new Van Vliet Lake Conservation Area includes about 2.4 acres 
and 377 feet of natural frontage on Van Vliet Lake.
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