Keeping the north the north...

A Northwoods Legacy
For Those Who Follow...

Our Mission:
The Northwoods Land Trust promotes conservation by private
landowners of natural shorelands, woodlands, wetlands and
other natural resources, as public benefits for present and
future generations. The Northwoods Land Trust covers areas
of Vilas, Oneida, Forest, Florence, Iron and Price Counties.
The Northwoods Land Trust works with private landowners to
help “keep the northwoods the northwoods.” Since 2001, we
have assisted many landowners who want to make sure that
their beautiful forests, lakes, rivers and streams are protected in
perpetuity, so their own families and all the generations to come
will be able to enjoy the northwoods they have come to love.

What matters most
is what you leave behind.
Leave a lifetime legacy
with a planned gift
that lasts forever.

Thousands of acres of wild
places—of deep woods and
natural lakes, of rushing
waters and quiet wetlands—
are now protected forever.
These lands, and the many
miles of pristine shorelines
within them, are left for the
bald eagles, loons, deer, bear,
pines, orchids and countless
other members of the natural
community.
The northwoods is truly a gift.
With your help, it is a gift we
can pass on to all those future
generations who follow.
Northwoods Land Trust
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What matters most...

There is nothing like the call of a loon echoing across a quiet lake
at dusk, the whisper of wind through the pines, the fragrant smell
of a balsam fir, or the feel of drifting snowflakes on your cheek.
By including the Northwoods Land Trust in your estate planning,
you can help to ensure that our beautiful northwoods will remain
forever wild. What we conserve now will truly be a lasting
legacy for all the generations to follow.

“We are leaving our home
in Pennsylvania to a
charity in memory of
our daughter, but we
are leaving our nature
preserve land and our
lake cottage in Wisconsin
to the Northwoods Land
Trust. We want to know
that part of our beautiful
lake shoreline will remain
natural forever.”
-Sybil Holtzer

If we wait, and do not act, the northwoods will never be as
natural, wild and free as it has been during our lifetimes. With
your help, we can make a difference in keeping the northwoods
the northwoods.
Making a gift through your will, or through a family trust, can be
one of the finest ways to leave a legacy.

A legacy beyond our lifetimes...
Planned Giving by Bequest:
There are many types of charitable gifts with substantial tax
benefits that can help to protect our beautiful northwoods lake
country. These gifts can be provided by donors during their
lifetime to take advantage of income tax benefits, as well as in
their estate plans.
One of the simplest ways of making a gift to the Northwoods
Land Trust is through your will or trust. Bequests to the
Northwoods Land Trust are entirely free from federal estate tax
and may therefore offer significant estate tax benefits. There is
no limit to the amount you can leave to the Land Trust or to other
charitable organizations through your will.
There are several ways you can name the Northwoods Land Trust
as a beneficiary in your will. You may choose to give a portion of
your estate, land or other specific assets, or your residual estate
after payment of other bequests. You can also state how you
would like your gift to be used. For example, you may specify if
you would like your gift to be used for land protection purposes
or for a specific endowment fund. We would be happy to discuss
how each of these support our mission of keeping the northwoods
the northwoods.

Willa Schmidt completed
NWLT’s first land protection
agreement, or conservation
easement in 2003. She has also
included NWLT in her will
to help continue to support
northwoods conservation.

Planned giving specialists and other financial advisors (which
we recommend you consider consulting) suggest that if you are
considering making an outright specific bequest to a charity,
it is best to specify that a percentage of your estate go to that
organization, rather than a specific sum. This allows your
charitable giving to adjust with your changing life circumstances.
“It was pretty empty for a long time, but then development
took off on Snipe Lake. It was hard to see it change. Not having
someone to leave the land to has always been part of my
consideration. I’ve been thinking about how to preserve the
land for years.”
-Willa Schmidt

For the love of the land...
Ways to Give
Leaving a portion of your estate to the land trust, either during or
after your lifetime, is referred to as a Planned Gift. Planned gifts
may have capital gains and other significant estate and income tax
benefits. Options include the following:
 Outright Gifts are made during your lifetime. These gifts
can be any kind of tangible assets and are transferred directly
from you to the land trust. Outright gifts are straight-forward and
can provide you with a charitable deduction for income taxes. By
removing these assets from your estate, they may also provide
estate tax benefits. These gifts have an immediate positive impact
on the land trust’s northwoods conservation efforts.
 Bequests involve designating a specific asset, amount or
percentage of an estate to NWLT in your will. Bequests can
involve gifts of cash, stocks, bonds, real estate or other assets, or
you can name NWLT as residual beneficiary of your estate.
 Life Insurance plans can name NWLT as a beneficiary for a
specific amount or percent value of the life insurance policy, or
the policy can be donated outright. You can do so by simply
contacting your insurance agent.

NWLT founding board
member Ed Drager has named
the Northwoods Land Trust
as a residual beneficiary of
his estate.

 Gifts of Stocks & Mutual Funds, especially those that have
appreciated in value, can reduce your capital gains tax liabilities
as well as result in a charitable income tax deduction. Just have
your stockbroker contact NWLT to obtain our brokerage account
information.
 Life Income Gifts include strategies such as charitable gift
annuities or charitable remainder trusts. Donors giving a gift
of cash, securities or other assets can receive regular income
from the investment for a specified period of years or for life,
or can direct annual payments to other annuitants. After the
annuity term expires, the trust balance is distributed to NWLT.

A gift that truly lasts...
Examples of Bequest Language:
1) Portion of estate:
“I give to the Northwoods Land Trust, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, tax exempt
conservation organization organized as a nonstock corporation and existing
under the laws of the State of Wisconsin, and with a current business mailing
address of P.O. Box 321, Eagle River, WI 54521-0321, ______ percent of
my estate to be used by the Northwoods Land Trust, Inc. for land protection
purposes.”

2) Residual estate (after other bequests are named):
“I give to the Northwoods Land Trust, Inc., ... the rest and residue of my estate
to be used by the Northwoods Land Trust, Inc. for land protection purposes.”

3) Specific amount:
“I give to the Northwoods Land Trust, Inc., ... the sum of $_____ to be used
by the Northwoods Land Trust for land protection purposes.”

4) Conservation land:
(Please contact NWLT to be sure it qualifies and to discuss provisions)
“I give to the Northwoods Land Trust, Inc., ... all of my right, title and interest
in the following described real estate to be used by the Northwoods Land
Trust as conservation land, which may include protection with a perpetual
conservation easement allowing one single family residence and the subsequent
sale of the protected property subject to the conservation easement: [insert legal
description].”

5) Non-conservation land:
“I give to the Northwoods Land Trust, Inc., ... all of my right, title and interest
in the following described real estate to be sold by the Northwoods Land Trust
with the understanding that the proceeds from the sale of the property will be
used by the Northwoods Land Trust for land protection purposes: [insert legal
description].”

6) Specific assets:
Through his will, Carl Anderson of Rhinelander enabled
the Northwoods Land Trust to protect his cherished land on
the Wisconsin River. Then he left a bequest of the remaining
land interest to NWLT to sell to help protect even more of the
northwoods. Carl’s generosity will live on in perpetuity.

“I give to the Northwoods Land Trust, Inc., ... the following described assets
to be used by the Northwoods Land Trust for land protection purposes [insert
description of assets to be included such as stocks, bonds, proceeds from
retirement plans or life insurance, art, buildings, vehicles, boats and other
equipment, or any other valuable tangible personal assets].”

Although her lakefront
property did not meet the
minimum size criteria for
permanent conservation, a
donor from Chicago who
wishes to remain anonymous
gifted outright her 100-foot
buildable parcel on Pickerel
Lake. The lot will be sold
and the proceeds will go to
support the Land Trust’s
efforts to protect other
valuable properties in the
northwoods.

A gift that keeps on giving...
If you are considering a gift of land to be preserved for
conservation purposes, we ask that you notify us in advance.
We prefer to work with you up front to ensure that we would
be able to maintain and manage the property consistent with
your intentions.
For legal purposes, the organization is the “Northwoods Land
Trust, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, tax exempt conservation
organization organized as a nonstock corporation and existing
under the laws of the State of Wisconsin, and with a current
business mailing address of P.O. Box 321, Eagle River, WI
54521-0321.”
Our federal identification number is 31-1776860. Our Wisconsin
Certificate of Exempt Status number is ES 45472. You may wish
to keep this information on file and also provide a copy to your
attorney.
The information provided here is necessarily general in nature.
We recommend that you contact your own professional tax
advisor to learn how giving options relate to your specific
circumstances. If you, your attorney, or other financial advisors,
have any questions or would like assistance planning and
directing your gift to the Land Trust, please contact us at:
Northwoods Land Trust, Inc.
P.O. Box 321, Eagle River, WI 54521-0321
(715) 479-2490, nwlt@northwoodslandtrust.org
If you are planning to include, or have already included, the
Northwoods Land Trust in your estate planning, please let
us know. We would like to thank you for your generosity,
support and concern for our beautiful northwoods, and invite
you to participate in our NWLT Council of Trustees events.
Of course, we do honor requests for anonymous donations.

