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In 2017, the Northwoods Land Trust purchased
outright this 40-acre parcel on the Deerskin
River. Located in the town of Washington in
Vilas County, paddling a canoe or kayak is the
only way to access this “gem” on the Deerskin.
It is worth paddling to however, whether you
are a trout angler looking for a quiet spot to
fish, a birder seeking a different type of
habitat, a seeker of rare plants, or just
someone who enjoys a comfortable, scenic
excursion on a beautiful, flowing river.

The “hole” on the east shoreline is the best
access point to pull up a canoe or kayak
and see the old growth white cedars.
Why did NWLT buy it if you can’t drive or hike
there? Two main reasons:
First—this parcel has never been privately
owned. The 40 acres were offered for sale by
the Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of
Public Lands, the original state land agency. As
such, there are no records of the preserve ever
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being logged. Stepping out of a canoe you can
see right away some of the old growth white
cedars—remnants of what these swamp
forest habitats looked like before the logging
days. That alone is worth preserving. White
cedar forests are also home to rare orchids.
Second—according to DNR studies, the
Deerskin River is one of the most biologically
diverse rivers in northern Wisconsin. It is
also a premier trout stream, has exceptional
natural scenic beauty, and this stretch is a
particularly popular section for paddle trips.
Thanks to the support of our members and
donors, we are pleased to be able to ensure
that this beautiful piece of Wisconsin’s natural
history will be preserved in perpetuity.
For more information
on conservation lands
protected by the
Northwoods Land Trust, contact the office at
(715) 479-2490 or visit our website at
www.northwoodslandtrust.org.

Come see the
old growth
white cedarsa rare forest
community in
Wisconsin.

